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The Trends in the Social Life of American Families
The Increased Divorce Rates
           Over the past 100 years divorce rates in America have been being seen to be increasing. The reasons for the increase include but are not limited to the changes in the law and society. Previously divorce would only be approved when one was found with a fault. However, lately such factors like adultery, are not the only eligible tickets to divorce. Some states in America abolished fault-divorce by the 1950s. This therefore meant that a couple would simply feel they would no longer bear living together and they decide to seek a divorce which would be given to them simply by the reason they would give and not based on a fault that either spouse has been found with. (Kennedy,et al.,2014). Factors such as cohabiting have also increased the chances of divorce as research has proven that most couples who cohabit end up divorcing. Worse still, divorcees who remarry have very high chances of divorcing again while children of divorcees also have high chances of divorcing.
Same Sex Families
           According to Alicia et al.(2016), the changes in society are responsible for the increase in same-sex marriages. Previously, people entirely believed in religion and moral standards as the gauge for what can be done and what should not be done. With the age of reason, people tended to question religion and mystified most of the cultural beliefs that discouraged society members from doing a number of things. People began to demand their liberties and became more interested in what gives them the greatest pleasure. These changes in attitudes and beliefs further influenced the changes in the legal system and since people were now guided by national laws, the court and judicial systems also began to allow sex marriages in the name of liberties and freedoms. With the rise and empowerment of the civil society which is a key player in the international system, same sex marriages are having support like never before and this explains the rise in the trends.

How Women Began Going To College And Working At Higher Rates In The American Family Over The Past 100-150 Years
           With the changes in society, patriarchy slowly began to fade and this created opportunities for women to go to school and better still for women to work for pay. In the 1850s the available jobs for women were unpaid domestic jobs and this discouraged women from schooling as after all there would not be a difference between the learned and the unlearned. However, with time began to appreciate the role of women in society and it began to open up this opportunities for women. After the Second World War, paying jobs for women greatly increased. In the 20th century the economic independence that has been accorded to women is immense and this proves their high rates in well-paying jobs. The 90s also demanded a lot of labor force and this broke the barriers against women education and employment as the labor market needed to be satisfied.
          The attitudinal changes of society towards women was also key in the freedom of women. Society understood that women are not lesser human beings and that as men needed their human rights to be respected so did women. If women therefore wanted to go to school and work for pay, they were to be allowed. The rise in technological innovations further created many jobs which forced women to study and work as men alone would not satisfy the technological labor market. Women also began to believe in themselves and in the power of a woman (Greenwood, et al.,2016). They empowered and encouraged one another that they can do what men can do and this propelled them towards realizing their ambitions and independence.

Significance of the Trends
        The increase in divorce rates are a proof that society is not static. There are changes in society including the legal systems with time. The divorce rates are also a sign of women independence. With the changes in society and time, women are becoming empowered and are able to support themselves economically and therefore do not need men for provision. Women therefore currently do not hesitate to leave unhappy marriages as they can support themselves.

        The trends also show respect for the rule of law, human rights and the gender equity and equality principles where all sexes are considered important and are allowed to make decisions that are of interest to them. The trends also prove that women are increasingly becoming empowered and their role in society is gaining fame. 

Challenges with the Trends
         The trends are a clear indication of fading of morals in the current society. It was considered immoral that people of the same sex marry one another but with the trends, it looks like a normal act and is no longer considered immoral rather a human right. The trends also show corrosion and disintegration of the family which is the basic unit of socialization and this is affecting the social status of societies. This trend is thus worrying as every society is expected to have its dos and don’ts that should not be violated by any member of that society. People are therefore becoming individualistic and do not want to associate with any society.
My Opinion on the Future of These Trends/Changes Continuing
          In my opinion, the trends of divorce and same sex marriages are yet to be more prevalent. With the empowerment of women, most of them are increasingly choosing to remain unmarried while others divorce over very petty issues. There is also a decay in morals and this is encouraging same sex marriages as people no longer have society norms that discourage certain behavior. Women will also continue pursuing education as they can finance their education and are competent enough to work in any profession.
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